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Ishall be telling dhiz with o
sigh

Bomewhere ages amd nges
henee:

Tieo roveds divereed fro sovod,
and I —

I rook fha ore less Proveded by,

And thad g made afl the oo’
ference,

— Iramm *Thi Boad B Taeer”
by Robert Frost

By AMY RAEIDEAL SILVERS
miEEumoas rel o

Most of a llstlme ago, an ag
ing Robert Frost copisd the
wirds of his fvmcus poem in a
first edition owned by 8 voung
H"'ib_::!ﬂ.

The fricnd was Fred Schunidi.

« Thie worils of the poom seryvied
azaa sort of prophetic anthem
fir' Schmldi, The younger
man’s real e roads would in
clade everyvihing from publish
ingthefirst varslon of “Milwau.
ks Magazine™ to helping
found ihe loe Age Park & Trail
Fotmdation.

Eraderick L. Schmidt — also
knoym as “Frite” — died of can-
e Wednesday in hospioe care,
He %as Bl Wi was first diag
nosed with ¢olon cancer 16
VEArs fgo

The seads of Schmidt’s con-
nection to Frost first grew In
Stiorewmod, where he beganeol.
lpcting: first editions even b
fore high schonl graduarion,

His nexld slop was Dartmouch
College, where he became 6o
aquainted with Harold Ruge, (he
colleges chimf lbrarian and an
instruetor and book collecior
He advised Schmide to collect
mipe selectively, and Schmidt
bepat focuaing on kis favarioe
puthors: Frogl, William Faulk
ner, Eroest Hemingway and
Johdt Steinhbeck

Ten came a ooy  that
Schmidt would newver forge.
Higg told Schmidt o come 1o
his lihrary apartment one day
I September 1842,

“1 walked up those old wond-
i steps, knocked al the door, ™
he recounusd in a recent inler
view oritl Aliehas] Gordon, his

OBITUARIES

Schmidt’s road led to friendship with poet

peary professor st the Unlversity
aof Wiscnnain-hilwaukes,
“Heated about six feed avay was
this old, whife-haired man, sip-
ping a glassof Yier mont appleci:
dah — 1 lowve ther way those Vier-
monwers pronaunee the word
apple cioalk,

“He said, “Fruoid, come im. I'd
Hke o to mieed my friend, Rob-
ert Frost. Robert, this s my
voung friend, Prod Schmidi" "

The poet and (e sludent be-
came friends, taking walks on
campus. Froat enjoyed talking
ahiour horses, currenl events
angd, of course, pootry,

After Schmidl entered the
millitary during World War 1,
Froat zent Christmas cards.

An expert shier, Schmidt was
saigned to the ol ite 100h Mown-
tain Division, keown as the Ar-
my'a “ski troops,” training in
the mountains of Coloradno.

“He also taugh! rille pracdoe
and got tinnipus — ringing in
i ez — amed howil (o b fuosgpd.
faliped.” =aid Sve Riprdan, a
family friemd. As a resull,
Sehmidt missed shipping out
with his unic,

In the meantime, Frost con-
tacted Schmidt's parents, ask.
ing that they send all of their
som's first edif fons of his work

“When Food came back. Frost
gave them back with inscrip-
thons." Riordan sald Frost had
copied poams In his inscrip-
tions, including the entire text
of “The Road Mo Taken."

Frost included s copy of o
firsi editbon thal Schmidi did
not have. Even mwore stunning,
Frost informssd Schrmidt thae he
had wriden a poem  abooid
Sehmidt's wraining and being
unables to join i unit.

I ok undue advantage of
wou,™ Frast (old him, “bul 1 ain:
ta punna lake o back.™

Frost sajd he would not dis
cias the poom, regarding it os
srhmidt's personal story,

"o oone has really Bnoown
what that poam meant, exceg
Frost and Fred, ™ said his wife,
Jran Schmbdi, betier knawn as
“Miss Chris” for her maiden
name Chrizloghorson.

Sehmids went
O e a L
i from
Yale University,
st law was niot
hie uee calling

*Hir bowsd
Bools, ™ his wife
aulil, "He lowed
rels g

Hiz Firat mads
hig living as a Inwyer in labor
relalions. He decldied not 10 as-
sime presidency of the bmily
business, the EF Schmidt
printing ocompany,  starting
"Last's See" magazine in 1955
nrd il some writing,

“He wanted togo ou and ere-
nie hisown business,” she zaid.
“He very moech belleved in hil-
watkee and wanled 1o creaie
something thal reflected the
bzt oof the ciey.

The mapasine changad his
I in ame very important way,

“[ et him when ho was doing
a oy on me," snld his wife,
who lhen faught arl, music amd
dramen 0o bizd chillren an the
Milwaukee Are  Musem.
Schmidt drove w Wisconsin
Derdls to meel her, He keprdrink-
ing the coffes shs had made, 1)
turned out, he dldn't #ven like
coffea, but they soon liked each
ol hier.

Thay married o 1961,

“lac's Sep” — which later be-
cinme “Lec's e Milwaukee”
and then “Milwaukeer Maopa-
gine” — was sold abhout 1865,
Sometime later, anather pub-
lisher began the current wer-
spon of “Milwanuked Magazine ™

“] first knew him in the late
M50e, when he published the
magazine pbout Milwaukes,”
gk Frank Zaidler, former Mil
whukee mavor and a friend. ~1
wis & very high-guality maga:
zine. He mowvedd in circles thai
weire A liktle different tham
radne. He moved in that culbural
elernent. He wis o very nice s
eaean, a very goninl man.”

Schmidt negt began working
with writer Murlel Anderson,
as the Schmidi Anderson As=o-
ciales public relal s Mmme

Perhaps more un work or

books, Schmidt was [nterested
im the environment, He fiell in
love with wild arens as o young
man skiing the terrain carvsd
ault by ithe Wisconsin glacier. He
beaight his first 40 seres near
Greenbush on o nd conlee
while in college and taoght
mountain  climbing In  the
Cyrmmd Tetons,

I 18658, Behmids nmd James C,
Mallben were ashed by Ray
myend T2 Eillmer o serve as the
real of the original thes person
board for the Ice Age Park &
Trall Foundarion  Scehmidt's
land in Greenbush later be-
carme part of che Tee Age Nation-
il Beende Trail.

i the 19605, he began buyving
Inndd in Mississippl's Crawford
County. planting thousands of
wilnut trees there, A lotal of 370
ners are now pare of the Misais-
sippl Valley Consarviingy.

I his final weeks, Schmidt
disglded tobuy 60 more acres io
help profect & pristine Do
stream in the ares

=Maow | jusi lave to Rigure owl
how oo pay for i ne lold his
wilie, "If I sell my books, you
won't have o worry aboot it

vm't sall wour books, and
dim 't worry, his wile 1old him,
promising to make i1 work. In-
dhirpeiensdlent of that kssike, e ool-
lecthon has been senl o Clileago
for nppraisal.

Scehmidt was netiv with the
Sherra Club and the Milwauakes
Turners.

"What he loved ahout Foost
weirt that hewas his 6w persomn,
and he wouldn't change with
the wind,” Chris sald. “And
that's how Fritz was, He was g
vislonary. He saw, always, the
betet, He alweays ancoursged oth-
1y

Swrvivors inclade daughoer
Kristin and son Erik

Visitation will e held at 3
e, Blonday, folloveed by & me-
morial service at 4 pan. Both
will b held wt Firal [nicarian
Churel, 3342 M. Astor St
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